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The Senior Corps Volunteer Programs of Michigan
Since the early 1970’s both Congress and state legislatures across the county have
recognized the value and importance of one of our nation’s most valuable resources…our
senior volunteers.
In 1973 Congress formalized their appreciation of older adults engaged in volunteer service
through passage of the Domestic Volunteer Service Act, which authorized funding for the
programs of the National Senior Service Corps: the Foster Grandparent Program, Retired &
Senior Volunteer Program, and Senior Companion Program.
Michigan is home to 20 Retired & Senior Volunteer Programs, 19 Foster Grandparent
Programs and 13 Senior Companion Programs. Together, we serve 73 of Michigan’s 83
counties and provide high quality, life enhancing volunteer opportunities for older adults,
while assisting nonprofit, health care, and government organizations in achieving their
missions and expanding services.
The Senior Corps Volunteer Programs of Michigan celebrate success due to federal, state,
and local funding partnerships. They are not entitlement programs, but rather programs
where productive adults who wish to have a stake in Michigan’s future, contribute to the
well-being of our children, families, seniors and communities.
This highlight report will demonstrate how the Senior Corps Volunteer Programs serve as a
safety net for vulnerable citizens, resources, and communities and how each of the senior
volunteer programs positively impacts the values Michigan residents hold dear.

Foster Grandparent Program
(FGP)
Foster Grandparents are low-income older adults, who provide sustained one-to-one attention and
assistance to vulnerable children, with the purpose of improving self-esteem and supporting the
child’s ability to learn. Foster Grandparents commit an average of 15—20 hours per week to
provide a stable, caring relationship for children who often come from chaotic and unpredictable
environments. In exchange for their service, Foster Grandparents receive a small, non-taxable
stipend of $3.00 per hour.
During 2016, 1,664 Foster Grandparents contributed nearly 969,000 hours toward mentoring
more than 5,500 Michigan children who are academically delayed, lacking self-esteem or
motivation, experiencing behavior or social problems, and who are at-risk of dropping out of
school. The volunteers served at more than 750 sites, including in Early Childhood Centers,
Elementary and Faith Based Schools.
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Kalamazoo Foster Grandparents-
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One of the best things about being part of the Foster Grandparents is the outpouring of
love and support those in the group give to each other. This past year we lost several of
our senior volunteers. The compassion and caring shared with each other and family
was absolutely amazing.
Our schools support the Foster Grandparents with love and caring too. At Sherwood
Elementary – a school that lost an active grandparent – the faculty and staff installed a
“Buddy Bench” in honor of Grandma Rita Williams. This bench is much more than a
brightly painted place to sit. The children are told that when they are feeling alone,
they should sit on the bench. Other children that notice them there know that the
child needs some friendship and will go to them, talk, and ask them to play. What a
wonderful way to celebrate a life lived in service.
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Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP)

The Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), one of the nation’s largest volunteer efforts,
invites adults age 55 and over to utilize their skills, talents, and life experience to make a
difference in their community, through direct service and collaboration with established nonprofit, government, health care, faith-based, and public organizations. RSVP Volunteers serve their
communities by tutoring and mentoring children; providing companionship, support, and medical
transportation for older adults; protecting the safety of their peers through partnerships with law
enforcement and supporting the health of our state’s lands and waters.

Last year, 8,000 RSVP Volunteers contributed in excess of 680,000 hours of service to nearly
1,900 organizations, projects, and communities across the State of Michigan. Participating in
special projects or committing time on a weekly basis, RSVP Volunteers contribute when and
where their interests lie. We have chosen to highlight some of our special projects and
partnerships in an effort to provide a genuine understanding of who we are, what we do, and our
joint impact on life in Michigan.
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Senior Companions are low-income older adults who play an important role in supporting frail
seniors and disabled adults in their quest to live independently. Senior Companion volunteers add
richness to the lives of their clients, while providing access to the community, including grocery
shopping, transportation to medical appointments, and opportunities for socialization. In addition
to improving the lives of their clients, Senior Companions find their lives enriched through service
to others.
Similar to Foster Grandparents, Senior Companions commit an average of 15—20 hours of service
per week, and receive a non-taxable stipend of $3.00 per hour for their service. During 2016, 735
Senior Companions contributed more than 495,000 hours to support in-home, long-term care
services for 3,000 Michigan residents at risk of institutionalization.

Senior Companion Program

(SCP)
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Funny, friendly, caring, and always willing to lend a hand….perfect words to describe Grand Traverse
Senior Companion Volunteer, Frank!
During his career, Frank worked in security. Upon
retirement, he wanted to do something different, but
still help people. Volunteering with the Senior
Companion Program has allowed Frank to meet that
retirement goal. Giving back and helping seniors
with things they could not accomplish on their own
keeps Frank involved in volunteering. “When you
put your whole heart and soul into it, you are going
to reap the benefits. Seeing a client realize their full
potential is something that keeps me going.”
Asked about one of his most memorable moments
with the Senior Companion Program, Frank states:
“Being with the clients that are 90+ years old is great. When you spend time with them you get a
living history lesson.”

Stories of Senior Companions

Born and raised in Mississippi in 1920, 96 year old Elbert has been a part
of the Kent County Senior Companion Program for 29 years. Through his
years of service, Elbert has served as a Senior Companion at both
residential sites and in private homes, where clients were homebound and
Elbert was their only link to the outside world.
While he’s slowed a little bit over the years, and has contemplated retiring,
Elbert remains committed to his Senior Companion Service. He spends his
days at Delaware Manor in Grand Rapids bringing joy to others with his
smile and positive attitude. Through playing checkers and card games or
sitting and reminiscing with the residents, Elbert provides companionship
to those in need. In return, he is provided with a sense of purpose and
meaning because he knows his volunteer service is making a difference.
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